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ABSTRACT 

The present study aims to explore the discourse presented in the headlines of Pakistani Urdu and English 

newspaper about a specific news event- Panama Leaks. In this regard, it investigated whether the discourse and 

the policy of the media is manipulated by the powerful groups of Pakistani society. It has conducted comparative 

analysis of the discourse of two Urdu and two English Pakistani newspapers’ headlines about Panama Leaks. 

The collected data is analyzed qualitatively in terms of textual and contextual analysis using the tools of page 

layout, transitivity, word choice, referential strategies (framing), ideological standpoints, and comparative -

synchronic analysis. The findings reveal a disparity in the presentation of media event by Urdu and English 

newspapers. The study found out that media discourse may not always represent public opinion as it may be 

exploited to support a particular perspective of the government. In contrast, certain newspapers may also use 

media discourse to expose the real intentions of the government in a particular news event. The study suggests 

that it is necessary to expose this exploitation to avoid the manipulation of public opinion and also to provide 

people with an unbiased and fair news information. 

Keywords: Newspapers, Media, Press 

INTRODUCTION 

In 21st century, media being the fourth pillar of a state possesses a potential power in any society (Thomas & 

Wareing, 1999, and Nani, 2003). Media has also made this world a global village where information about any 
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worldly affair is just a click away (Crystal, 1993). Media, especially the press, is responsible for disseminating 

information about various local, national and international events (Nani, 2003). It is said that media may control 

and sale the information (Richardson, 2007). Mass media shapes public opinion as it is the most powerful force of 

a society (Islam et.al, 2015, Carvehlo, 2008, &Van Dijk, 1999). It has also become a fast-growing industry which 

holds the power to turn the black into white and white into black. It is the foremost tool to trigger social, economic 

and political waves (Chadwick, 2017 and Nani, 2003). 

Language is the center through which an event is presented or described. Language is not considered mere a tool to 

interpret the reality rather it is also a mean to construct the reality (Taiwoo, 2007). Therefore, linguists (see Lee, 

1992; Simpson, 1993) analyze the language of the news media and try to find out the relationship between a story 

and its context.Broadly speaking, the function of every newspaper language is to inform and entertain people but 

the language used in the newspaper is different from the language of business or academia (Timuçin, 2010).The 

language of newspaper even varies from newspaper to newspaper and sometimes from news story to story. 

According to Crystal and Davy (1969: 173), linguistic homogeneity can never be found in newspaper writing as a 

newspaper is always stylistically eclectic. A striking fact is the difference of overall styles of journalists to deal the 

same issue (Crystal & Davy, 1969).  

Thus, in this study we are going to analyze how the linguistic choices create difference in a news story and how the 

same news is presented differently by newspapers’ headlines e.g. Urdu and English. Every newspaper may present 

a totally different version of the same story because of the selection of different linguistic choices, style and 

structure. In this study, comparative analysis of Urdu and English newspapers’ headlines, related to the national 

issue “Panama Leaks Scandal”, has been conducted.  

Discourse and Media 

The word discourse means the study of the language in use (Gee, 2010). A statement without any purpose cannot 

be called as discourse (Gee, 2010). Fairclough (2003) and Johnstone (2018) define discourse (written or spoken) as 

a way to highlight different relations of the people to the external world may it be political, economic, social, or 

religious. On the other hand, discourse analysis means the cues and clues used by a speaker or writer to shape 

readers’ or listeners’ interpretations and actions (Gee, 2010). Broadly speaking, the relationship between discourse 

(written or spoken) and media (print or electronic) is strong enough to attract linguists’ attention.  

Critical Discourse Analysis 

According to Van Dijk (1999), critical discourse analysis (CDA) is the study of social practices through which 

social power, dominance and inequality is being practiced or sometimes resisted through written or spoken text. Its 

purpose is to expose the hidden agendas behind every written or spoken discourse. According to Carvalho (2008), 

the goal of the CDA is to look beyond the text by taking into account the context (institutional and socio-cultural). 

In terms of the study of media discourse, CDA is the only approach to conduct the research (Carvahlo, 2008). 

Carvahlo (2008) further argues that CDA researchers try to create a relationship between the text and the social 

practice. Their main concern is to find how people shape, produce and reproduce views about the world through the 

use of the language (Johnstone, 2018). In this study we have employed CDA to analyze the print media discourse 

by using AnabelaCarvahlo’s (2008) theoretical model which is mainly proposed for the journalistic discourse where 

written language is dominant.  

The Language of Newspapers’ Headlines 

Headline is one of the most distinctive features of a newspaper as it highlights the creativity of the journalists 

(Crystal, 1993). The success of the newspaper lies in the formation of headlines as most of the people scan only the 

headlines (Crystal, 1993). Headlines determine the readability and popularity of the articles of the newspaper as 

they are the most important representation of journalistic style (Rich, 2010, p. 259). We can say that the author and 

the reader interact and communicate with each other through the medium of headlines of the newspaper (Bitiniene, 

2007, p. 62). Therefore, headline writers must be experts in their skills (Don and Simpson, 2002).  

Straumann (1935, cited inKhodabandeh, 2007) referred to the language of headline as “Block Language” and 

classified it into nominal, verbal, neutral, and particles.Mardh (1980) has also classified the headlines on similar 

lines. Structurally, verbal headlines and non-verbal headlines are two broad categories (Yadegarfard, 2014).Verbal 

headlines possess verbal clause with verb as head word whereas non-verbal headlines do not possess verbal clause 

but nominal phrase where noun works as head word (Yadegarfard, 2014).The language of headline is a complete 
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autonomous language with its own rules where syntax deviates considerably from the core grammar (Straumann, 

1935, cited in Khodabandeh, 2007). 

Brisau (1969) also found that most of the headlines contain complex clauses. Reah (1998) says that omission is an 

indispensible feature of the newspaper headlines. Omission of some open words and mostly closed words is also 

found to ensure the brevity of the headlines (Turner, 1972, p.72). Omission of articles, nominal phrases, use of 

present tense, omission of conjugation and extensive use of metaphorsare also common features of headlines 

(Mardh, 1980 and Van Dijk, 1988).  

Functionally, headlines are mainly formed to give the essence of the news story as it presents the crux of the 

complicated news story in limited words (Ungerer, 2000). Headlines arise curiosity and provide quick and accurate 

information (Ungerer, 2000: p.48). A newspaper performs its communicative act through headlines (Tiawo, 2007). 

The communicative function of the headline is to build the relevance between news story and the reader (Dor, 2003; 

p. 696). Headlines are used to sustain, to initiate and to shape the news discourse (Tiawo, 2007; p.244). The major 

function of the headlines is to introduce,to express,and to summarize the topic(Van Dijk,1988:53). Some headlines 

give the function of the abstract of the complete news story and some headlines perform the function of promoting 

the detail of the news story (Bell, 1991 and Nir,1993). But Lindemann (1990, cited in Bonyadi, 2012) propagates 

that headlines can also perform the function of complex riddles other than just summarizing or giving detail of the 

news story. Headlines are “miniature replica” of the main story. Its face value,in short and easy wording,attracts the 

reader’s attention(Bird and Merwin, 1955:177 cited in Majeed et.al, 2012).The true potential of any headline is to 

draw and to captivate the reader’s attention and this attention further extends the interest of the reader to read the 

complete article(Siposova, 2011). As headlines force the reader to read the article, we can say it is the sole reason 

behind the overall sale of a newspaper (Siposova, 2011). In short, some important functions of newspaper headlines 

are to attract the reader, to persuade the reader, to arise the curiosity of the reader, to give crux of the news story, to 

summarize the news and to give accurate information in no time and space. 

Selection of the Text/Newspapers 

We have selected two English language (The Dawn and Daily Times) and two Urdu language (Jang, and The 

Express) newspapers of Pakistan. The rationale behind their selection is their wide and large circulation. There are 

around 1052 dailies in Pakistan but these newspapers have prestige of wide circulation (ABC, report, 2015; cited in 

Lubna, 2015). Furthermore, these newspapers are considered influential and persuasive in Pakistani society 

(Kheeshadeh, 2012; Malik &Iqbal, 2011; Shoeb, 2008: cited in Lubna, 2015). Simply, they are the paradigms where 

national thinking revolves. They are not alike in their ideologies and representation of the news because of their 

different schools of thought (Shoeb, 2008). Englishnewspapers are left of center whereas Urdu newspapers are right 

of center (Shoeb, 2008). Thus, our research is going to probe that how contrarily both the newspapers represent the 

same news event Panama Leaks. 

Selection of the News Event 

Major socio-economic and political issue of Pakistan since its creation is corruption (Farooq et. al, 2013). Recently, 

in April 2016, the world’s biggest Leaks in the history, named Panama Leaks, has revealed the off shore companies 

of some iconic personalities of the world. It has been revealed from the database of world’s fourth biggest offshore 

law firm Mossack Fonseca (Betz, 2017 and Malik, 2016). Many Pakistani politicians are also named in these papers 

and the most prominent is Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his family (Malik, 2016). Within no time, the issue has 

caught the attention of the print as well as electronic media. The bigger the magnitude of the news, the more the 

people will take interest in it. Therefore, the sole reason to select this issue is its magnitude and the response from 

the people who has taken interest in this issue. Moreover, it is a national issue which can better reveal the ideological 

stance of media. 

Research Questions 

 Here are some major research questions which would be answered in this study. 

• What linguistic and discursive strategies have been employed in Pakistani newspapers headlines 

to present the news event of Panama Leaks?  

• What are the linguistic differences and similarities of these newspapers’ headlines? 

• How the print media discourse headlines shape and control the ideologies of the masses?  
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This study is significant because it will help to understand the hidden ideologies behind the newspaper language 

and the expression of power through media discourse. Further, the present study is limited to the headlines of the 

first page of selected dailies related to the single news event Panama Leaks. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study is qualitative in nature and has applied critical discourse analysis method to analyze newspaper headlines. 

Due to the limitations of time and space only one event (Panama Leaks) has been selected. The selection of text is 

made from a specific time- 4th of April, 2016 to 6th April, 2016 as the Panama scandal was first highlighted in 

Pakistani media during this period. Headlines are collected from online version of the newspapers. Some data has 

also been collected from Punjab Public Library in Lahore where its representatives provided us with scanned first 

pages (from 4th April- 6th April 2016) of The Dawn and The Jang. 

An analysis which employs CDA may apply multiple analytical tools to unfold the hidden agendas the media text 

(Islam et.al, 2015). Anabela Carvehlo’s (2008) theoretical model provides us with the analytical tools to conduct 

analysis at two levels, textual and contextual (Islam et.al, 2015). Unit analysis or textual analysis may include page 

layout (page number, size of article, visual aids, and makeup of news event), transitivity(simple syntactic analysis 

of agent and object),referential strategies (ways and means to refer people), discursive strategies (framing; focus of 

the text), word choice and ideological stand point (see Carvehlo, 2008; Islam et.al, 2015). On the other hand, 

contextual analysis may include comparative synchronic and historical diachronic analysis (Islam et.al, 2015). 

Comparative-synchronic Analysis refers to the alternative account or dealing with a particular event or issue at a 

specific time (see Islam et.al, 2015; Carvehlo, 2008). 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

This analysis of headlines over Panama Issue will provide us with multiple interpretations and philosophies by 

unfolding the hidden ideologies which an ordinary reader is unable to comprehend. 

Page Layout and Structural Organization 

The major English newspaper “The Dawn” has given the coverage to the issue on the very first day (4th April, 

2016) of its occurrence at international media. The issue has been allotted the very first page of the newspaper in 

all three days coverage. Though the position of the news on the page was at bottom of the paper at first day, yet it 

holds enough space to catch the attention of the readers. The following days exhibit the show by making it a major 

headline. The maximum coverage is given on 5th of April, 2016 when two headlines are printed. Only once the 

headline is supported with picture of Prime Minister. Structurally, headlines of the all three days have a lead 

paragraph which is followed by the whole story. Its coverage shows its neutral policy over the issue.  

Another popular English newspaper “Daily Times” has not covered the issue on its very first day but the rest of the 

two days exhibit the coverage at first page. On sixth of April 2016, it has given maximum coverage with the picture 

of Prime Minister. Structural organization also follows the said standard. Its coverage and make-up of page layout 

reflects its neutral policy but the absence of issue in its very first day leaves the impression of pro-government 

policy to some extent. 

The Major Urdu newspaper “The Jang” has given the coverage to the issue from the very first day (4th April, 2016) 

but it has not made it a main headline. On the very first page, headlines are too small to be seen hardly. Its coverage 

lacks graphic support. Structurally, it follows the standard. Sometimes a minor statement of a member of the ruling 

political party has also been given space at first page just to give it unnecessary media hype. It shows its tilt towards 

the government.  

In ‘Daily Express’, the issue has not found space on its very first day but rest of the days it holds the place on the 

very first page. Its headlines were bold enough to be seen easily which also have been supported with pictures of 

the world’s iconic personalities as well as Pakistani politicians who were exposed in the Leaks. Its structural 

organization follows the standard. It has also covered the unnecessary statements of the ruling political leaders.  

The page layout reflects that English print media gives routine coverage to the issue whereas Urdu print media has 

sensationalized the issue in favor of government which is an evident of the control of the government over the Urdu 

Print media. 
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Transitivity 

For a comprehensive analysis of any discourse, it is necessary to analyze the series of actions. In addition, it is also 

important to look at the positive/negative representation of that action for which transitivity is a usual analytical 

tool.Look at the following headlines from “The Dawn” newspaper; 

“Panama Papers reveal Sharif family’s ‘offshore holdings” (The Dawn, April 4, 2016: p: 01).  

“Offshore holdings of bigwigs exposed” (The Dawn, April 05, 2016: p.01). 

“Panama Papers reignite row between PTI, PML-N” (The Dawn, April 05, 2016: p.01). 

“PM announces judicial probe to get sons cleared”. (The Dawn, April 06, 2016: p.01). 

If we look at the first three headlines, we will come to know that the editor has tried to adopt neutral policy by 

creating neutral agents who are “Panama Papers” and “Offshore holdings “whereas “reveal”, “exposed” and 

“reignite” are processes respectively. The object of first headline is Sharif family who has been affected by the 

Panama revelation. The object of third headline is a “row between PTI, PML-N”. In these headlines, a fair 

representation of the event may be observed where neither an actor nor an object has been given undue importance. 

These headlines mere highlight the information that country’s iconic personalities are in trouble because of offshore 

companies.  

 In the last headline, the actor or agent is “Prime Minister” who asks for judicial enquiry about the scandal 

but the indirect object of the headline is the word “sons” which gives an impression that affected persons are in 

blood relation to PM. It shows that the editor of the headlines is not at all backing the government in this scandal.  

 Another English newspaper is “Daily Times” where issue has been discussed.  

“Panama Papers: leak opens Pandora’s box in Pakistan”. (Daily Times, April 05, 2016: p.01).  

“Nawaz orders probe into mega leaks” (Daily Times, April 06, 2016: p.01). 

In first headline, “Leak” is an agent and the object is “Pandora’s box” whereas process is “open”. Here, the neutral 

agent is portrayed negatively as a new trouble is being reported through this agent. The process refers to a revelation 

of plethora of troubles which were previously unknown to the country. In the second headline, “Nawaz” is agent 

who is PM of the country and “probe into mega leaks” is an object whereas the process is an “order”. Here the agent 

is assigned the positive role as Nawaz demands investigation immediately. These headlines arean evidence of the 

biased reporting and are open enough to reckon the tilt of the newspaper towards government.  

Now look at some headlines from Urdu newspaper “The Jang”. 

“Pakistan k kae siasatdaan, tajir, sanatkaar berooney mulk companio k maliknikly”(The daily Jang, April 04, 

2016: p.01). 

“Offshore companian meri hain, mehnat ki kamae  ha, corruption nahin ki: Hussain Nawaz” (The daily Jang, 

April 04, 2016: p.01). 

“paisa karoobar k lie nahan, jilaawatni k doran rehan sehan k lie ley ker gye: Hussain Nawaz” . (The daily Jang, 

April 05, 2016: p.01). 

“Commission Sharif khandaan samait 250 pakistanio ki tehqeqaat kryga” (The daily Jang, April 06, 2016: p.01) 

In the first headline, the agent is not a single person but the whole elite class, the process is the possession of 

something which was previously unknown whereas the object is the companies (illegal). Here, the newspaper seems 

to avoid, deliberately, highlighting the ruling family as it includes generic nouns instead of naming important people 

involved in the scandal. The second and third headlines are explanatory statements of the Prime Minister’s son 

which show that the offshore companies belong to him and he has to work hard to achieve them. Here, the agents 

are “offshore companies” and “paisa (money)a kind of passive agent” whereas objects are neutral. The sole reason 

to sensationalize these explanatory statements is to spread a message of innocence of the victim. The last headline 

isa testimony of an inclusive statement where an agent is “commission (judicial)”, the process is to hold 

investigation, and the object is “Sharif khandaan” and 250 other Pakistanis. In the first and third headlines, the 

editor seems to generalize the issue mere to divert the focus off the real victims. The editor has mentioned the 

political elite inclusively along with other affluent segments of the society which reflects its biased pro-government 

policy. 



A COMPARATIVE DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF PAKISTANI ENGLISH AND URDU NEWSPAPERS’ HEADLINES   PJAEE, 18 (4) (2021) 

6704 

 

Look at some headlines from“The Express”. 

“siasatdano ki khufia dolaat: Bharat, Austeralia aur New Zealand mein  tehqeqaat shuru” (The Daily 

Express, 5th April,2016: p 01). 

“Panama Leaks ny Sharif khandaan ki sachae per mohar sabit krdi: Pervaiz Rasheed” (The Daily Express, 

5th April,2016: p 01). 

“Offshore companian mehnat ki kamae han, corruption nahinki: Hussain Nawaz” (The Daily Express, 5th 

April,2016: p 01). 

“Nawaz Sharif ka Panama Leaks per adaalti commission bnanay ka elaan”(The Daily Express, 6th April, 

2016: p 01). 

“Panama Leaks mein aisa kuch nahin jiska notice lia jayee: Election Commission” (The Daily Express, 6th 

April, 2016: p 01). 

The first part of the first headline is without any verb and object but the agent (politician’s secret asset) is there 

whereas the second part is without any agent. The process is investigation. In second headline the agent is “Panama 

Leaks” whereas the object is “Sharif khandaan ki sachae (sharif family’s innocence)”. The process is “mohar sabit 

krdi (confirmation)”. Here the editor appears to disseminate the impression that this scandal is not against the Sharif 

Family rather it is a proof of their innocence (a statement of one of aides of Nawaz Sharif). The third headline is 

similar to the headline of the ‘Daily Jang’ where the son of PM tries to justify the means of his assets. The fourth 

headlineis also quite similar to its contemporary papers where the agent is “Nawaz Sharif” who is referred to 

positively whereas the object is “adaalti (judicial) commission”. The process of the headline is “elaan 

(announcement)”. In the last headline,the agent is ““Panama Leaks”; the object is “aisa kuch nahin (nothing 

worthwhile)” ; and the process is “ action lia ja saky (to take action)”. The statement is issued by a neutral institution, 

Election Commission. The editor has played skillfully by referring a responsible institution of the state because 

without such reference it may openly expose the policy of the paper.Thus, the pro – government tilt of the paper is 

obvious. 

After analyzing transitivity in headlines, we can observe that the selection of the agent, process and object of the 

headlines may carry the ideologies of the papers’ (Carvehlo, 2008; &Islam et.al, 2015).  The Dawn newspaper 

mostly appeared to be independent media whereas ‘Daily Times’ seemed to serve on government agenda (Islam et. 

al, 2015). Urdu newspapers madeagent to the government representatives often in positive context but the 

opposition representatives negatively which reflect itspro-government policy over the issue. Thus, Ideologies are 

embedded in the text through the ‘selection and representation of actor, object, and theme in the text’ (Carvehlo, 

2013; & Islam et.al, 2015).  

Word Choice 

The mainstream English newspaper “The Dawn” has used the words like “reveal, exposed, and probe, etc.” All 

these terms indicate that something hidden has been disclosed which help to arise suspicion among its readers. The 

first two terms “reveal and exposed” are almost synonyms. It means to disclose something which was previously 

unknown or obscurewhereas the term “probe” refers to find out something. Other terms are “bigwigs” and“Sharif 

Family”. The first term “bigwigs” is an umbrella term used with “exposed”. It refers to iconic personalities of the 

country who are exposed in the scandal. The term ‘Sharif Family’ is also an umbrella term which does not refer to 

any individual but the whole family which is stained with illegal possessions. The use of all these terms exhibits its 

fair reporting and neutral policy.   

Another popular Pakistani English newspaper, “Daily Times”, has used the terms like “opens, Pandora’s box, and 

probe” etc. The phrase Pandora’s Box means a source of unseen trouble whereas the term ‘opens’ refers to publicize 

something. The editor has tried to give the prediction that Leak has opened a new plethora of troubles. The other 

term is ‘probe’ which has been used in similar connotation as in other English papers. Thus, instead of labeling it a 

blessing in disguise, the editor has labeled it a source of unseen trouble which shows its tilt towards the ruling 

family. Here, we can observe a deliberate attempt to conceal the facts from the general public through the clever 

use of the words. 

Urdu newspaper ‘The Jang’ has used words or phrases “mehnat ki kamae (fruits of hard work)”, “tehqeqaat 

(investigation)”, “siasatdaan (politicians)”, tajir (traders)”, Sharif Khandaan (family)” etc. The first phrase is 

mentioned in the statement of PM’s son with positive connotation whereas the word ‘tehqeqaat’ is used which is 
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less extreme as compared to probe. It has also tried to generalize by using umbrella terms rather than pointing out 

individuals. Thus, the use of “mehnat ki kamae” hints its pro government stance. 

‘The Daily Express’ has used ‘khufia dollat (secret wealth)’ but this term is used with ‘siasatdaan’ which means 

that all politicians are guilty of holding secret wealth. It has not used this term categorically for Pakistani politicians 

especially for Prime Minister of Pakistan and his family in any of its headline. The other terms are “sachae 

(truthfulness)”, “mohar sabit krdi (confirmation stamp)”, “mehnat ki kamae”. All these positive terms are used for 

the government directly or indirectly which reflects pro-government policy of the paper.    

Among English newspapers ‘The Dawn’ has generally used neutral and umbrella terms which show its neutral 

policy. On the other hand, Urdu newspapers have tried to use explanatory, less extreme and positive words with 

reference to the statements of the government representatives which exhibits their tilt towards government over the 

issue. It supports Lock’s (2004) argument that ‘people construct text to achieve a desired result with a particular 

audience’ (p.20). 

Referential Strategies 

The use of the names of the political parties ‘PML-N, PTI’ and references of ‘opposition, critics’, ‘Sharif Family’, 

and ‘P.M’show that the Dawn newspaper has not tried to over emphasize any political figure. It has not used full 

names of any figure but these terms are well known to the public. The other English newspaper ‘The Daily Times’ 

has used only two references ‘Nawaz’ and ‘rulers’ for ruling party while no reference is witnessed for opposition. 

The sole purpose behind this is to over emphasize Nawaz and to overshadow the importance of opposition leaders.  

On the other hand, Urdu newspapers ‘The Jang’ and ‘The Express’ have used the umbrella terms like ‘taajir (trader), 

siastdaan (politicians), sanaatkaar (industrialists), Sharif khandaan (family)’ etc. to lessen the brunt of criticism over 

ruling family. It has used the reference of the premier leader of the ruling party ‘Nawaz Sharif’, to over emphasize 

his popularity whereas the leader of the opposition has not been mentioned even for a single time which seems to 

be a deliberate attempt to overshadow the popularity of opposition leaders. 

The analysis of the referential strategies in the headlines shows that English newspaper, ‘The Dawn’, reports 

independently in publicizing the political figures. On the other hand, Urdu newspapers appear to over-emphasize 

the personalities of the ruling political party. Opposition leaders are over-shadowed. This analysis supports Islam 

et.al’s (2014) argument that ‘it seems to be a deliberate effort to save ruling party’s image and bring forward a 

goodwill for it in the public’(p.11).Our findings also prove Phelan’s (2009) and Coesemans’ (2012) argument that 

newspaper discourses may be angled to further the interests and image of the popular groups.  

Discursive Strategies 

If we look at the Pakistani English newspapers’ headlines, the manipulation of the story will become clear. ‘The 

Daily Dawn’ deliberately backgrounds names of other politicians who hold offshore companies but it foregrounds 

Sharif Family just to defame them.  The headline of 6th of April, 2016, is also framed in similar context where the 

editor has deliberately foregrounded PM’s sons. Here, its anti-government policy is obvious. The headline of “Daily 

Times” of 6th April, 2016, has foregrounded the Nawaz Sharif (the apex leader of the ruling party) to enhance his 

repute. The important information has been backgrounded that his family and even he himself is facing the charge. 

Therefore, this paper showed its tilt towards the government.  

On the other hand, ‘The Daily Jang’, has backgrounded the important information in its very first headline of 4th 

April, 2016, where it has generalized the scandal by using generic terms such as ‘siastdaan (politicians), tajir 

(trader), saanatkaar (industrialists)’, etc. It has not specified Sharif family or any other ruling political party’s 

representatives deliberately. It seems that it has been done to avoid the anti-government sentiments.  

Other Urdu newspaper, ‘The Express’, has foregrounded the important information in the headline of 5th April, 

2016, where politicians are inked generally. Here, the word ‘siasatdaan’ is foregrounded deliberately and the 

absence of the name of PM’s family is backgrounded deliberately to save its political image. Another headline, 

‘panama leaks ny sharif khandaan ki sachae per mohar sabit krdi: Pervaiz Rasheed’, foregrounds the information 

that Sharif Family’s innocence has been proved. It has deliberately backgrounded the information that the innocence 

of the Sharif family is yet to be proven. The sole purpose behind framing this context is to disseminate the Sharif 

family’s good reputation which belongs to the ruling party. Another headline of 6th April, 2016, ‘Nawaz Sharif ka 

Panama Leaks per commission banaany ka elaan’, backgrounds the information that Nawaz Sharif himself is 

accused in this scandal along with his other family members. The sole purpose behind backgrounding this 

information is to secure the repute of Sharif Family.  So, its pro-government policy is obvious.  
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In short, discursive strategies show that Urdu newspapers appear to be pro-government whereas English newspaper, 

especially ‘The Dawn’, seems anti-government in their policy over this particular issue. Hence, framing is an 

effective strategy to disclose the secret policy of the newspaper (Carvehlo, 2008). 

Ideological Standpoint 

As we have already mentioned that ideologies are embedded in the discourse. There is no separate framework to 

grasp out the hidden ideologies. Other analytical tools help us to carve out ideologies of the papers. If we talk about 

page layout, transitivity, discursive strategies, word choice and referential strategies, which we have discussed 

earlier, we will come to know that apart from ‘Daily Times’ the other selected English Newspaper seems to be  

independent in its policies over the issue whereas the selected Urdu newspapers are pro-government in expressing 

their ideologies regarding the selected issue. Thus, we can argue that English and Urdu newspapers express different 

ideologies which show our actual media picture (Shoeb, 2008). It also supports Carvehlo’s (2008) and Van Dijk’s 

(1998,) arguments that ‘semantic structures of discourse form the core content of the expression of ideological 

opinions.  

Comparative-synchronic Analysis 

The similar headlines regarding Panama Leaks scandal from different newspapers has been taken to conduct the 

comparative-synchronic analysis. Look at the first headlines over the issue from different English and Urdu 

newspapers; 

“Panama Papers reveal Sharif family’s off shore holdings” (The Dawn, April 06, 2016: p.01). 

“Panama Papers: leak opens Pandora’s box in Pakistan”. (Daily Times, April 05, 2016: p.01).  

“Pakistan k kae siasatdaan, tajir, sanatkaar berooney mulk companio k malik nikly”. (The daily Jang, April 04, 

2016: p.01). 

“Pakistani siaastdaan peachy na rahy, berooney mulk karoron dollar dolaat chupae”. (The Daily Express, April 

05, 2016: p.01). 

These headlines are first treatment of the issue from the newspapers where every newspaper differs from the other. 

The Dawn newspaper has clearly mentioned the Sharif Family’s name in its headline whereas ‘Daily Times’ has 

not specified any of government representatives. This shows that ‘The Dawn’ newspaper has adopted the direct 

approach whereas ‘Daily Times’ has adopted the diplomatic approach. ‘Daily Times’ has used the term ‘Pandora’s 

box’ for this scandal which means a new unseen trouble. But realistically, it is not a Pandora’s Box but a blessing 

in disguise which has unveiled the secret holdings of the corrupt members of the Pakistani society. It is a clear 

evidence of concealment of real motive of the scandal. The motive behind this concealment is to protect the 

Government representatives. So, its approach is pro-government in dealing the issue. 

 The treatment of ‘The Jang’ and ‘The Daily Express’ is very similar. Both have used umbrella terms like 

‘siasaatdaan (politicians), tajir (traders), and sanatkaar (industrialists)’etc. These headlines have not mentioned any 

political figure which reflects their pro-government approach.Here are some more headlines from English and Urdu 

newspapers; 

“PM announces judicial probe to get sons cleared”. (The Dawn, April 06, 2016: p.01). 

“Nawaz orders probe into mega leaks” (Daily Times, April 06, 2016: p.01). 

“Nawaz Sharif ka Panama Leaks per adaalti commission bnanay ka elaan”(The Daily Express, 6th April, 2016: p 

01). 

‘The Dawn’ newspaper has elaborated the headline with phrase ‘to get sons cleared’ which shows the approach of 

the paper. It shows that PM’s sons are named in the scandal for money laundering and holding offshore companies 

which will ultimately inflict damage to PM’s repute. On the other hand, ‘Daily Times’has composed the headline 

in such a way which will create the positive image of PMwho is taking initiative to probe the scandal. It has included 

the term ‘orders’ for investigation into the mega leaks. It has backgrounded the information of Sharif Family’s 

involvement. It shows that ‘Daily Times’ is functioning for the government agenda.  

The headline of Urdu newspaper isalso lacking in reference of PM’s family members who are also facing charges. 

It is composed to create good image of the PM as an apex political leader of the government. It is an evidence of 

pro-government policy of the newspaper.  
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In short, comparative-synchronic analysis shows disparity between Urdu English Print Media in treatment of the 

issue. Urdu newspapers appear to tackle the news tactfully. It seems to develop a soft and positive image of the 

government. On the other hand, English newspaper ‘The Dawn’ has used direct approach and appears to report 

independently without the influence of the government. It seems neutral in its stance. But the stance of the ‘Daily 

Times’ newspaper seems pro-government.  Both,Urdu and English media houses have given the information 

accurately but still both were able to propagate their policy.  

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

In short, the textual and contextual analysis shows that how the media may manipulate the real event to express the 

hidden ideologies. It also highlights the control of the powerful segment of the society over the print media. Our 

analysis has revealed that there is a disparity between different newspapers in the presentation of a news event. It 

has reflected that discourse of English newspapers’ headlines appears more rational and reasonable whereas the 

discourse of Urdu newspapers’ headlines looks similar to an emotional script. English newspapers have selected 

direct, neutraland umbrella terms. It has employed discursive strategies to frame the context where negativity on 

the part of government has been exposed. ‘The Dawn’ newspaper has formulated the headlines to give, more or 

less, fair and unbiased information. Though, sometimes, its tilt is sensed against the government. Apparently, it 

becomes obvious that English paper‘The Dawn’ is not controlled by the government as it works on neutral policy.  

In contrast, Urdu newspapers, most of the time, exhibit pro government stance in dispensation of the information. 

They tried to portray government representatives in positive context to create their positive image while the 

members of opposition are mentioned as the agent of the negative context. They have used less extreme, more 

democratic and emotional terms for the government whereas theharsh and less democratic terms for the opposition. 

They have framed the context and used the references to eulogies the government actions and reaction over the 

issue. Comparative synchronic analysis helps to conclude that the Urdu print media is being controlled by the 

government. Urdu newspapers use this platform to manipulate the same event in their own favor to achieve their 

political objectives. Thus, reality is manipulated before it reaches to the audience. People are only exposed to the  

single side of the coin whereas other side is never shown to them deliberately. 

Furthermore, this study suggests that linguists and social researchers need to pay their attention towards the 

manipulation of information which is tarnishing our social fabric. There is also a room to conduct discourse analysis 

of both the print media as well as the electronic media.This study can be applied in the language teaching classrooms 

at the higher level to teach the students that how they can expose the discourse manipulation of the print media 

which will be beneficial for them in the process of meaning making.This may also be helpful to investigate the 

discourse of various political groups to trace their hidden ideologies.In this regard, a special attention is needed in 

underdeveloped countries where media and political discourses are used to exploit less educated and gullible 

masses. 
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APPENDIXES A 

Newspaper & Websites  

• Daily Times (April 04, 2016). Retrieved April 04, 2016 from https://dailytimes.com.pk 

• Daily Times (April 05, 2016). Retrieved April 05, 2016 from https://dailytimes.com.pk 

• Daily Times (April 06, 2016). Retrieved April 06, 2016 from https://dailytimes.com.pk 

• The Express (April 04, 2016). Retrieved April 04, 2016 from https ://www. express. com. 

pk!epaper/index. aspx?issue=NPLHE 

• The Express (April 05, 2016). Retrieved April 05, 2016 from https ://www. express. com. 

pk!epaper/index. aspx?issue=NPLHE 

• The Express (April 06, 2016). Retrieved April 06, 2016 from https ://www. express. com. 

pk!epaper/index. aspx?issue=NPLHE 

• Some data has been received personally from the hard copy of the old newspapers ‘first page from 

a famous public institution, Punjab Public Library, Mall Road, Lahore.   



A COMPARATIVE DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF PAKISTANI ENGLISH AND URDU NEWSPAPERS’ HEADLINES   PJAEE, 18 (4) (2021) 

6710 

 

APPENDIXES B 

THE DAWN 
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